Oxaliplatin: available data in non-colorectal gastrointestinal malignancies.
Oxaliplatin is a third-generation platinum compound which has proven its efficacy alone or in combination with 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) and/or new anticancer drugs in advanced colorectal cancer. Compared to the amount of available data in this cancer, little is known about the use of oxaliplatin in non-colorectal gastrointestinal malignancies. (1) The preclinical activity of the drug alone or in combination; (2) the phase I studies (oxaliplatin alone or in combination with irinotecan, raltitrexed, gemcitabine, folinic acid and 5-FU); (3) the phase II studies developed in gastric, pancreatic, biliary tract, hepatocellular carcinoma and malignant mesothelioma; and (4) some of the ongoing trials with regard to non-colorectal gastrointestinal malignancies are reviewed in this paper. To date, oxaliplatin appears as a real candidate for clinical development in this field.